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confesses that I am such that a few years have sufficed to make the
aSa^ of a work on my part seem long which I should not expect
hrm to finish within a thousand years supposing we both could live
1 so long. Men of this type in the full belief that I had resolved to
publish this philosophy which gave them so much apprehension, as
soon as it was in a state of readiness, commenced to decry by
calumnies, concealed as well as open and public, not only the
opinions expounded in the writings which I had already published,
but principally also this to them still unknown philosophy, with the
idea either of preventing me from printing it, or of destroying it so
soon as it came to light and so to speak strangling it in its cradle.
At first I did nothing but laugh at the vanity of all their efforts,
and the more vehemently I found them attacking my writings, the
higher in my opinion did they rate me. But when I saw that their
number increased from day to day, and, as generally happens, that
there were many more who lost no occasion of seeking to injure
me than there were of those who were desirous of giving me their
support, I dreaded that they might by their secret practices acquire
some power, and more disturb my leisure, if I remained constant
in my design of not printing my philosophy, than were I to oppose
them openly; and by producing the whole of that which they do fear
I shall see to it that they have nothing to fear. I have resolved to
give to the public all the small amount of my meditations on
philosophy, and to work to the utmost of my power to bring it to
pass that if they are found to be true, my opinions may be generally
accepted. This will cause their not being prepared in the same order
and style as I have formerly adopted with the greater part of them
in the Treatise whose argument I expounded in the Discourse on
Method, but I shall make use of a mode of writing more suited to
the usages of the Schools, in treating each question in short articles,
so that each one may depend for its proof only on those that precede,
and thus all may together form but one single body. And by this
means I hope that the truth of all things as to which there is dis-
putation in philosophy will be so clearly seen that all those who
desire to seek it will find it very easily in my writings.

In fact all young people seek truth when first they apply them-
selves to the study of philosophy. All others also, of whatever age,
seek it when they meditate alone by themselves on the matters of
Philosophy, and examine them for their own use. Even the princes
and magistrates and all those who establish academies or colleges,
and who furnish great sums for the teaching of Philosophy in them,